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PUBLIC PARKS IN KANSAS CITY 



The story of what Kansas City is doing in developing a great 
municipal park system is best told in the accompanying pictures, 
which show the present degree of attainment and give an indication, 
of future accomplishment; but as supplementing these pictorial records 
a statement of a few facts may be illuminating. In extent and com- 
pleteness of design the Kansas City park system is scarcely inferior 
to that of Chicago or of the older and longer settled communities of 
the East. The work is new, as the city is new; but it has progressed 
so far that all its main points of excellence can now be distinctly 
discerned. 

In less than fifteen years Kansas City has set off and equipped 
parks more extensive, in relation to population, than those of any 
other city, and this is the more remarkable because previous to 1890 
the city had none at all. Indeed, not until 1894 did the work of 
taking over park land and making improvements fairly begin; but 
from that date up to the end of 1903 about six million dollars have 
been expended. 

In return for this expenditure Kansas City has secured a harmoni- 
ous system, one that is unified after the Boston plan, by boulevards 
and parkways which connect the various parks and playgrounds. In 
a general way the parks of the city divide themselves into three 
classes: the terraces along the bluffs facing the bottom lands of the 
Missouri River in the north end of the city and along the Kansas 
River in what is known as the West Park District; the ordinary city 

parks and boule- 
vards on the level 
ground of the resi- 
dential district 
above the river bot- 
toms; and the great 
Swope Park, a rural 
reservation several 
miles southeast of 
the business center 
of the city. 

Of the two ter- 
raced parks the 
North Terrace, con- 
taining about two 
hundred acres of 
very rugged ground, 
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GLADSTONE BOULEVARD 
Kansas City Park System 



is much the larger. 
Along the verge of 
the cliffs a spectac- 
ular drive has been 
constructed — quite 
the most notable 
feature of pictur- 
esque Kansas City. 
Two sentinel cliffs, 
Scarritt and Pros- 
pect Points, afford 
good lookouts, 
covering a wide 
stretch of the Mis- 
souri Valley. Of 
somewhat similar 
character is the 
West Terrace, a 

long, narrow reservation of forty-eight acres, facing toward the 
Kansas River and overlooking the tract now covered by the Union 
Station and its yards. The bluffs along the slope were exceedingly 
unsightly until the present improvements were started; already a 
great deal has been done to remove excrescences and to develop a 
well-wooded park with pleasant walks and drives. 

The park system of the central portion of Kansas City has for its 
main feature the Paseo, a thoroughfare a whole block wide, extending 
from the North Park District to the South Park District. The entire 
Paseo is set out with formal landscape features. On either side are 
broad walks with turf-borders and triple rows of trees. Then come 
two handsome macadamized driveways, and between them a broad 
parkway with ornamental paths, flower gardens, lakes and fountains, 
terraces, and other attractive features. The ground is for the most 
part of a rolling character, so that its diversification has been very 
easy. Among other features, finished and unfinished, are the Pergola, 
an arbor with Doric columns; the Parade, now completing, a play- 
ground of twenty-one acres, which, sunk below the level of the street, 
includes several blocks to the eastward of the Paseo, and contains a 
drill-ground for military organizations, a public bath-house, and 
several other attractions; an interesting lake at the corner of Seven- 
teenth Street; terraced hills with ornamental flower gardens. 

Several other city parks appear, for the most part inter-connected 
by parkways. Thus there are "The Grove," consisting of twelve 
acres of deep woodland to the eastward of the Paseo; Budd Park, of 
twenty-eight acres in the northeast end of the city ; Penn Valley, a 
tract of one hundred and thirty-four acres in the western district. 
These are all rapidly approaching completion. 
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BEGINNING OF THE PASEO 
Kansas City Park System 

The third type of park in the Kansas City system is represented 
by Swope Park", give'n to the city, in 1896, by Thomas H. Swope. It 
lies on Blue River, about three miles southeast of the southeast 
limits of the city. Thus far not very much has been done with it, 
the total expenditures for improvements up to date having been only 
#28,927. It seems destined, however, at no distant date to be in the 
Kansas City system somewhat like the Middlesex Fells and the Blue 
Hill Park in the Boston system, a great forest reserve untouched by 
formalism. It is already very popular in summer-time as a picnic-., 
ground, where fishing, swimming, and camping out are permitted with 
only slight and necessary restrictions. At present the park is acces- 
sible only by a direct drive of seven miles from the city, but the; 
Metropolitan Street Railway Company is now at work extending its 
lines thither. 

The work of planning and constructing the Kansas City parks and, 
boulevards has all been in the control of one man, George E. Kessler, 
engineer and landscape architect. Mr. Kessler's appointment as 
landscape architect of the St. Louis Exposition undoubtedly came as 
a recognition of his services in the cause of a beautified Kansas City. 

Frederick W. Coburn. 



ART NEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD 

Paris courts have again demonstrated their sympathy with arts. 
An American, Gaus, commissioned Benzinger to paint his wife's por- 
trait. The price was fixed at five thousand francs, and the work was 
duly executed. Gaus, however, refused to accept the portrait on the 
ground that the likeness was not good. The result was an action at 
law, and the court ordered the well-known artists, Jules Lefebre and 
Gabriel Ferrier, to give expert opinion. They stated the work had 
been carried out in a conscientious manner. As to resemblance, they 
said a person painted by ten different artists will be represented in ten 
different ways. Judgment was given for the artist, 
j* The proposed exhibition at the Louvre of the work of " Primitive" 
painters will be opened in April next, under the patronage of the state 
and the presidency of M. Aynard of the Institute, with the assistance 
of M. Bouchot. The exhibition will be confined to works produced 
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from the reign of Philippe VI. to that of Henry III. — that is to say, 
from 1350 to 1584. It will comprise not only pictures, but also 
manuscripts, enamels, glass, and tapestries, and will include objects 
which at one time formed part of the collections of the dukes of 
Burgundy, the princes of the house of Valois, the Duchesse de 
Berry, etc. 

Jt» The Palace of Peace at The Hague will owe three of its most beau- 
tiful ceilings to the brush of the great Liege painter, Gerard de 
Lairesse, three works by this artist having been bought for the pur- 
pose at the sale of Veilcay-Frederick Muller & Co., at Amsterdam. 

J> Announcement 
is made of the pur- 
chase by the Louvre 
from the firm of 
Eugene Glaenzer & 
Co., of a notable 
example of El 
Greco, a double 
portrait canvas for 
a large price. The 
Louvre has been 
negotiating for the 
purchase of this 
picture, which is 
considered one of 
the best and most 
representative ex- 
amples of the fa- 
mous painter, for 
some time. The canvas measures some four by two feet, and is in an 
excellent state of preservation. The acquisition is deemed a treasure. 
J> A convention of impressionists from all the leading cities of Ger- 
many was held at Weimar recently, and resulted in a plan to establish 
a German Artists' League. The league's plan of campaign for forcing 
representation at the St. Louis Exposition has not been divulged, but 
it is expected that a formal demand will soon be made on Herr 
Lewald, the Imperial German Commissioner, to force the old associa- 
tion to concede to the new organization a reasonable portion of the 
space allotted to Germany at St. Louis. 

<£ The annual election of officers of the American Art Association in 
Paris was held recently. The following officers were elected: Board 
of governors, John K. Gowdy, Charles F. Greene, W. S. Dalliba, 
James H. Hyde, B. J. Shoninger, Sidney B. Veit, John Monroe, M. P. 
Peixotto, Francis E. Kimble, H. W. Faulkner, W. C. Brazington, 
H. M. Butler, Abbott Graves, J. Van Winkle, L. Mielsiner, F. C. 
Frieseke, and W. R. Macpherson; art committee: Painters, F. C. 
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of fifty-five cups of various designs and basins and dishes were made 
by an electroplating process to compose the gift. The articles chiefly 
are from the work of Nuremberg and Augsburg goldsmiths of the 
period when this art was at its maturity. Many of these objects now 
are in possession of princely houses, municipalities, and museums. 
Emperor William has permitted the reproduction of several of the 
finest pieces in his collection, including the so-called Emperor's Cup 
of the sixteenth century, by Wenzel Jamitzer of Nuremberg. The 
Kings of Wurtemberg and Saxony also have permitted copies to be 
made of some of their treasures. The largest group consists of six- 
teen pieces from 
the Town Hall of 
Luenenburg, now 
in possession of the 
Berlin Museum. 
Among the famous 
pieces are the so- 
called Landscha- 
denbund Cup, from 
the Museum of 
Graz; the Luther 
Cup, presented to 
the reformer upon 
his marriage, by the 
Wittenberg Town 
Council; and the 
Corvinus Cup, 
which King Cor- 
vinus of Hungary 
presented to the 
Vienna Council in 1462. The reproductions are so successful that 
an expert scarcely can detect the difference from the originals. 
J> Some time ago a group of twenty artists of Berlin forwarded to 
the proper minister a writing setting forth that the Great Berlin Exhi- 
bition of Art was in need of reform, and suggesting how the exhi- 
bition might be improved. It was returned to them with the statement 
that the emperor did not see his way to changing the constitution, 
and having these exhibitions differently managed. Upon this a cir- 
cular, signed by forty-four artists, was sent to the painters and sculp- 
tors calling for a meeting to discuss the matter. About two hundred 
met and appointed a committee to assist the original reformers in 
working out a constitution embodying the reforms desired. They are 
to report when the official statement on the last exhibition shall be 
published to the minister of cults. 

J> The government of Italy is greatly concerned over the clandestine 
exportation of statuary and antiquities, especially to England and the 
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J» According to the views of several prominent British artists the 
best monuments in England are Samuel Joseph's statue of Wilber- 
force in Westminster Abbey, Foley's statue of Barry, Thorneycroft's 
statue of Gordon in Trafalgar Square, Gilbert's Shaftesbury monument 
in Piccadilly Circus, Brock's statue of Robert Raikes on the Thames 
embankment, Bacon's monument to Chatham in the Guildhall, 
Gilbert's statue of Queen Victoria at Winchester, and the unfinished 




THE CLIFF DRIVE— NORTH TERRACE PARK 
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Wellington monument by Alfred Stevens in St. Paul's Cathedral. An 
estimate on such competent authority is of great value to the public. 
& A monument to Eugene Fromentin is to be erected at La Ro- 
chelle, and M. Ferdinand Brunetiere has recently been giving a series 
of conferences in Paris to aid in raisjng the two thousand dollars 
necessary to complete the monument fund. In his appreciation of 
Fromentin as an art critic, quite apart from his achievements as a 
painter, Mr. Brunetiere places himself side by side with all the artist- 
critics, who unanimously maintain that Fromentin was the most dis- 
criminating critic and the most eloquent writer on art in modern times. 
His "Les Maitres d'Autrefois" is held by them in higher esteem than 
any other book about painters and the painters' point of view. 
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& The Duchess of Argyll, better known as the Princess Louise, and 
a charming daughter of the late Queen Victoria, is at this time the 
most successful of royal artists. Her latest commission is to design 
an heroic bronze statue in memory of the colonial troops who gave up 
their lives in South Africa in the Boer war. The statue is to have a 
place in Westminster Abbey, among the other treasures of the nation. 
& That celebrated historic relic of the Stone Age in England, Stone- 
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henge, about which so many delightful theories and legends have' 
clustered, has been surrounded by a fence by Sir Edward Antrobus, 
the owner of the downs on which it stands, and an admission fee is 
charged. 

& Ernesto Blondi, one of the best known Italian sculptors, and the 
creator of the Saturnalia so much appreciated at the Paris Exhibition, 
has been definitely accepted to model the monument to be erected, 
by international subscription, to the memory of Pope Leo XIII., on 
top of Sentra-Visa, the highest mountain of the Lepini chain. The 
figure will represent Pope Leo in bronze, standing and blessing the 
land and sea. It will have an enormous pedestal, with bas-reliefs in 
the style of those of Babylon. 



